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A Nation’s Power

Moral power is superior to physical power, and the time will come when
the measure of a nation’s power will not be its armies, navies, airplanes and mu-
nitions, but rather its churches, schools, libraries, good actions, and noble benef-
The United States has risen to the position where it is universally ac-
claimed as the greatest power in the world. God forbid that it should make the
mistake of every other nation that has ever risen to such a position.

Daniel L. Marsh.

Beauty In Nature :

«“Consider the lilies of the field how they grow.”

In an article some years ago I tried to describe
the beauty of a snowclad landscape. This time I
should like to center our attention on the beauty of
nature at spring-time, and briefly mention references
to such beauty as mentioned in the Bible and in hymns.

Several times my wife and I have motored out to
Rocky Ford to visit Tom and Esther. When we come
to a certain spot on the road, we have a very fascinat-
ing and beautiful view ahead of us. We are up on
the highland, but down below—stretching east and
west is a picturesque valley. The Rosebud Creek is
winding its way through the valley and so is also the
Canadian National Railway. A little village with
a grain elevator and a few houses is nestled at the
side of the water and railroad. In the spring and
early summer the hills are draped with green grass
and wheat growing fields: I always like to stop there
a few minutes and feast my soul on that picture be-
fore me.

When we speak of spring and summer season we
are reminded of the Song of Solomon: “For lo, the
winter is past, the rain (snow) is over and gone. The
flowers appear on the earth, the time of the singing
of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard
in our land, the fig tree putteth forth her green figs,
and.the vines with the tender grape give a good smell.”
—_And we also recall the Danish songs and hymns:

«The flowers slowly awaken, >
And open their tender eyes, °

While birds are joyfully singing,

And soaring towards the skies.”

“The trees with spreading leaves are blessed
The earth her barren soil has dressed

In green so young and tender.

Narcissus and the tulip fair

Are cloth’d in raiment far more rare

Than Solomon in splendor.”

In the above “Song of Solomon” the word “Garden”
is mentioned many times and we are told how many
different plants and flowers it contains as well as the
fountain and a well of living waters, streams from
Lebanon. But it is not only in the garden that we
witness the new life, it is throughout the land as the
Psalmist and Prophet Isaiah saw it and enjoyed the
beautiful view: “The wilderness and the °solitary
peace shall be glad for them, and the desert shall
rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom
abundantly and rejoice even with joy andwsinging;
The glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the
excellency of Carmel and Sharon they shall see the
glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God.” Here
we may think of this expression: “I am the rose of
Sharon, and the lily of the Valley.” Here again we
recall the Danish hymn: “Blossom as a Rose shall
here all the desert places” and “Now found is the
fairest of roses.” How refreshing it is on an early
morning to roam through such a garden of Eden,
when dew-drops are sparkling in the risen sun and
everything is breathing peace and purity.

I rested by the murmuring brook in Banff National-
Park here in Alberta many years ago, but I still re-
member the big trees and the gentle sigh of the wind
in the tops. I have with the Psalmist lifted my eyes
to the Hills, seen the majestic Rocky Mountains draped
in pure white robes, so I sang with Brorson:

«What shall I say when I behold
The stars in countless numbers

and see their smiling charm unfold
while nature deeply slumbers.”

But it is not only the stars calling toward heaven;
sunrise from the hilltop on the prairies is also fascinat-
ing to watch.

“The gloomy night to morning yields
And brightly the day is breaking;
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The sun now ascends o’er woods and fields
The birds are with songs awaking.”

We are told, that the most beautiful thing in nature
is the rainbow. I shall never forget one time when
in California we drove home from a visit with some
friends. As we drove east towards the church there
was the rainbow in full length from north to south
and our church beneath it. The symbol of God’s mercy,
forgiveness and faithful covenant.

And then comes eventide with peace on earth and
peace in heart, peace in life and peace in death.

“The Sun has gone down

And peace has descended on country and town
The song-birds in silence have flown to their nest
And flowers are closing their petals in rest.”

So closes my heart to annoyance and care, “In hom-
age and prayer.”
P. Rasmussen.

The Spirit Of Worship

OUR LITURGY AND ITS HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND

* By Marius Krog

The Reformation and After
Vv

Young Martin Luther was merely a seeker after
truth when he nailed his ninety-five theses on the
church door in Wittenberg. He could not possibly
have anticipated that the hammer blows would start
an avalanche of events that were to shake the whole
of Europe into confusion.

The immediate effects of the avalanche may well
be compared with the phenomenon in the California
mountains called “The Crazy Forest.” A large tract
of forest land was, sometime in the unknown past,
dislodged by an earthquake and sent careening down
the mountain side until it landed at the bottom of the
valley; there the displaced forest has continued to
grow, but the trees point confusingly in all directions.
Luther’s urgency for the truth brought equally con-
fused conditions to the nations of Europe. Old tradi-
tions were dislodged; church authorities were dis-
credited, law and order were disregarded; adventurers,
revolutionaries and sectarians cropped up everywhere.
All this meant the appearance of innumerable prob-
lems. Luther became the man of the day and was
called upon from all sides to revaluate, readjust and
reorganize all sorts of affairs. One of the most im-
portant problems with which he was faced was the
arrangement of a new liturgy. He had boldly con-
demned the very core and principle of the Roman
Mass; but what was to take its place?

He had no intention of constructing a new liturgy

This article appeared in the May 5th issue of L. T., but due
to some error in the print-shop two columns of the latter part
of the article was sandwiched into the first half, and conse-
quently it would be impossible for any reader to follow the
author’s presentation of his theme. For that reason we prefer
to print the article again in its entirety.—Editor.
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merely to suit his own taste. His purpose was not to
destroy but to rectify the errors of the Catholic era and
to return to the old historic order of worship. The
question before him was: which parts of the Roman
Mass were truly historic and which were medieval
distortions? In this field, as in so many others, Luther
proved his great spiritual insight. With one amazing
masterstroke he came close to re-establishing the con-
gregational-historic worship which had prevailed in
the ancient church.

In 1523 the great Reformer issued a pamphlet called
Formula Missae et Communionis (Order for Mass and
Communion) in which he states the principles of evan-
gelic-historic worship and outlines a liturgy for the
new era. He writes: “The worship as it now is in
use everywhere has a fine Christian origin, just as
the office of preaching has. But just as the latter
has been harmed by the spiritual tyrants, so liturgy
has been harmed by the hypocrites. There have been
great abuses in worship. God’s Word has been silenced,
and there is nothing but reading and singing in the
Churches; this is the worst abuse. And since God’s
Word has been silenced, so many unchristian fables
and lies have crept in, both in the songs and the ser-
mons that it is horrible to tell them. And in the third
place it is thought that by going through the liturgy
we earn God’s grace and blessedness; and as a conse-
quence, faith has fallen away altogether.”

Luther was objective in his criticism of Roman
worship. He realized that the good and the vital
could as easily be destroyed as the bad. For that
reason, he did not seek to prepare a new and simple
order of worship which would supplant the Roman
Mass altogether. The result was that the worship of
Lutheran Protestantism remained historic-liturgic,
while the worship of the reformed churches, gener-
ally speaking, became a fluctuating affair because
their reformation leaders discarded the classical liturgy
together with the Roman Mass. (It is worth noting
that today there is a very strong trend among these
churches toward liturgical worship.)

Luther’s translation of the Bible into German was
a magnificent work. But why did he retain the Latin
language in his Formula Missae? He had various
reasons for deferring the transition at this point. One
was that he was afraid of going too far too fast with
the reforms. Congregational worship could not be
established by fiat; neither the clergy nor the laity
had been properly prepared for actual participation in
worship. The first point on the agenda was to get
them away from the distortions of the Roman Mass.
The change of language could come later.

The Formula has been called the greatest of all
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contributions to liturgical reform. Though Luther
himself did not plan it so; it did inaugurate a new era
in Christian worship. In the reconstruction of the
liturgy he said, “We will prove all things and hold
fast to the best. In selecting-the worthy parts from
the Roman Mass he approved the Introit; the Kyrie;
the Gloria in Excelsis; the Collect; the Epistle; the
Gradual; the Gospel; the Nicene Creed; the sermon
(in German); the Preface; the Words of Institution
(spoken aloud); the Sanctus and Hosanna; the Eleva-
tion of the Hostie (an accomodation to the weak); the
Lord’s Prayer; the Pax and response; Administration;
Agnus Dei (or a hymn by the choir); the Collect; the
Benedicamus and the Aaronic Benediction.

Many of these elements of historical worship are
unknown in most of the churches: of our synod,—a
condition which only serves to prove how far we have
gone afield from the liturgy of the early Christian
church and the Reformation.

The Formula Missae became the liturgy of the
Church of Sweden, while a later and less fortunate
form of worship, also formulated by Luther, became
the basis for worship service in Denmark.

In the years which followed the publication of
Formula Missae there was a general movement toward
worship in the language of the people. Luther’s in-
fluence was felt throughout; but he could not endorse
any of the attempts which were made to bring the
liturgy within the reach of the laity. It was a com-
paratively simple matter to translate from Latin into
German; the big problem was to retain the beauty
of the Latin text and to make the German versions
fit the very fine music of the old Mass.

Yielding to the persistent demands for worship
in the language of the people, Luther finally said:
“Since so many from all countries beseech me with
letters, and writings, and even bring wordly pressure
to bear upon me, we can no longer excuse ourselves
‘and protest, but must believe that it is God’s wish.”
He had his misgivings, however, since he had found
the competence of the pastors and the spiritual ma-
turity of the laity sorely lacking; as a consequence
he was not guided, in this new effort in formulating
a new liturgy, by the same high principles as he had
been three years earlier. The new order of worship
service, The German Mass, was unquestionable in-
ferior to the Formula Missae. (It was the former which
became the basis of worship in Denmark.)

In the German Mass The Introit is supplanted by
a German hymn; The Gloria in Excelsis is not men-
tioned; the Collect and Epistle are retained, but the
Gradual is replaced by a German hymn. Luther pro-
vided a translation of the Nicene Creed to be sung by
the congregation. A sermon is to follow the creed,
(but preferably one to be read from a recognized col-
lection of sermons). A paraphrased Lord’s Prayer
(an inconsistency on Luther’s part); a common ser-
mon; Words of Institution; (music composed by Luth-
er). The bread was to be administered as soon as it
was consecrecated and the wine likewise; the Sanctus
or another hymn were to be used during the Adminis-
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tration; then follows the Common Collect and the
Benediction.

The German Mass had one great merit: it opened
the way for Congregational singing; but Luther was
far from satisfied with the new order of worship. It
was an accomodation to the uneducated laity and was
not to take the place of the historic worship service.

The Scandinavian countries did not escape the con-
fusions which the avalanche of the reformation brought
upon the rest of Europe. The social and religious con-
ditions in Denmark were quite similar to thogse which
prevailed in Germany at that time. Ignorance and
superstition prevailed among the people. Neither the
laity nor the clergy could be conditioned during a
forthnight to the many radical changes which swept
across the little country. At first a few attempts
were made to establish Luther’s Formula Missae as
order of service for the Church of Denmark; but they
came to naught. It seems that alterbooks were lack-
ing in many of the churches and the pastors improvised
according to their own notions and abilities. Finally
in 1568 a royal decree was issued: The liturgy which
was used in Our Lady’s Church in Copenhagen was
to be regarded as the official order of worship service
in all churches in the land. Apparently the confusion
continued, for in 1685 a new ordinance was issued
concerning the use of a uniform liturgy; which was
based, not on the worship service of the church in
Copenhagen, but on the general traditions which had
come to prevail in most of the churches. Pastors who
failed to observe this ordinance were subject to pun-
ishment.

The new order of service was as follows: Opening
Prayer, Kyrie; Gloria in Excelsis; The Salutation, the
Collect; the Epistle; a Danish hymn; the Gospel; the
Creed; short pulpit prayer; a hymn-stanza (which was
repeated three times); the sermon; the General Pray-
er; the Benediction (from the pulpit); Baptism and
Holy Communion (if any) followed at this point; the
Collect; the Benediction (second time); a Danish hymn;
and the Closing Prayer.

It was not an improvement but a sorry decimation
of the historic worship service. The Introit had been
substituted by the Opening Prayer. From ancient
times it had been customary for the individual wor-
shipper to say his own prayer before and after the
corporate worship; (a custom which is still followed
in many Christian circles); In the Opening Prayer

~ this personal communing with God had been elevated

to become a part of the liturgy. The ancient con-
fession of sins by the whole congregation had been
decimated to the little individualistic: “I pray Thee
so to open my heart by Thy Holy Spirit that I may be
taught to repent of my sins. - - - -?. The ancient Col-
lects had been rejected in favor of a new set of stilted
sermonic prayers. They were written by a pastor in
Nurnberg as conclusions to a collection of Sermons.
At Holy Communian the sacraments were first given
to the men, kneeling at the right, then to the women
kneeling at the left. Infant Communion was common.

The reformation itself had been a powerful re-
action against papalism. The reformation was followed
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by the Thirty Years War which brought confusion and
disorganization to enormous proportions. A move-
ment of legalism set in to bring order out of chaos.
This new movement which was called Orthodoxy
placed the emphasis on rigid doctrinalism and on
legalistic concepts of worship. It was not long before
the pendulum swung in the opposite direction by a
movement called Pietism. As a reaction to the strin-
gent institutionalism the new emphasis was laid on
the emotional and introvertial attitudes of the individ-
ual. Believers were encouraged to probe in his inner
religious experience. The movement undervalued the
congregational life of the church and its historical
liturgical worship, and promoted instead private gath-
erings of the converted. Dignified orderly worship gave
way to extemporaneous and sentimental utterances.
The whole movement radiated gloom and austerity
and it was only natural for the pendulum to swing
again to the opposite extreme.

Rationalism took over. It was a movement of
spiritual shallowness, stressing an intellectual ap-
proach in all matters of faith. Its ideal was human
happiness but not necessarily built on the Christian
revelation. It did not demand that worship service
should be “Brief bright and breezy;” but it did insist
that it be “brief, interesting, moving and variable”—
“since it is in accord with human nature to seek var-
iety.”

The fact that the prelates of the Danish Church
did not choose Luther’s Formula Missae as a founda-
tion for worship was a distinct disservice to the Danish
people. The havoc which Pietism and Rationalism
brought upon the remnants of historic liturgy that were
left in the service of the Danish churches virtually
stripped the nation of its heritage of worship. Pietism
had scorned the historic forms and Rationalism had
rejected both forms and contents.

The following quotation is a sample of what was
left of the most sacred aspects of Christian worship
after the rationalists had inflicted their humanistic
surgery upon it. With some amount of good will it
is possible to recognize the Lord’s Prayer:

“Most High Father; Let it be our supreme purpose
to glorify Thee; Let truth thrive among us; let virtue
always dwell here as it does in heaven; Reward our
industry with bread; and our forgiving disposition
with grace; From severe conflicts preserve us; and
finally let all evil cease.”

It is no wonder that Grundtvig exclaimed: “Why
has the Word of God disappeared from His House?”

A tardy disapproval of the mangled liturgy used
in the churches spread through the nation in the be-
ginning of the 19th Century. As a result Bishop
Mynster was authorized to draft a new altarbook.
In this draft the bishop proposed among other things
a new set of Collects and a new pericope; but the
authorities were hesitant in accepting and imposing
his proposals and nothing more was done.

N. F. S. Grundtvig was never charged with the task
of improving the worship of the Church of Denmark;
but he, nevertheless, had a more profound influence
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in this field than perhaps any other individual. His
many great hymns and his profound understanding
of the congregational spirit served as a much needed
corrective. Through him the sacraments and the apos-
tolic faith were again given prominence in Danish wor-
ship.

Liturgical reforms were inaugurated in both Norway
and Sweden before the close of the 19th Century.
Denmark was again behind. In 1910 the nation’s
bishops proposed important changes, especially in the
rituals of baptism, communion, weddings and funerals.

It was only natural that the liturgy of the “Mother
Church” should become the liturgy of the Danish
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. For many
decades it was regarded as inviolable by both pastors
and congregations. But with the waning of the Dan-
ish language and other aspects of the immigrant church
the old tradition is gradually losing its hold upon us.
Changes, both minor and radical, are creeping in here
and there. A few congregations have changed to the
Common Order of Service which is used by other
Lutheran synods. Space does not allow at this point
a discussion of the prevailing conditions. The writer
trusts that such a discussion, especially with a view
toward the history of liturgy, may come at. a later
date. In the meantime it is recommended that the
reader give serious attention to the articles on liturgy
which will follow this presentation.
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74th Annual Convention Of The
Danish Evangelical Lutheran
Church Of America

The Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church of America will
hold its 74th annual convention at Tyler, Minn., August 14 to
19th, 1951, upon invitation of the Danebod Lutheran Church,
Tyler, Minn,

The opening service will be held at the Danebod Lutheran
Church Tuesday evening, August 14 at 8 p. m, The opening
business session will take place also at the Danebod Lutheran
Church. . All business sessions will be held in the church audi-
torium. . i ot

It is the privilege as well as the duty of all the congrega-
tions belonging to the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America to share in the responsibilities of the convention
by having their chosen delegates attend the convention. All
the pastors belonging to the Danish ILutheran Church should
also be in attendance. Congregations are entitled to be rep-
resented by one delegate for each 50 voting members or
fraction thereof. The congregations in districts 1,"8 and 9 as
well as the congregations at Dalum and Canwood, Canada,
and Danevang, Texas, and Granly, Miss., should send dele-
gates according to the rules found in the Annual Report 1946,
pages 104-05,

All friends and members of the Danish Lutheran Church
are invited to attend the services and meetings of the conven-
tion. A Bible hour opens the business sessions each day. The
activities, institutions, missions and benevolences of the Danish
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Lutheran Church will be the subject of the business sessions
and the programs of the evening sessions will further en-
lighten the convention about these. Addresses and lectures
will be heard on subjects relative to the affairs of the Danish
Lutheran Church. It is expected that there will be ordination
of a candidate to the ministry on Sunday. Complete program
will be published in Lutheran Tidings at a later date.

Attention is called to the following provisions of the
Church’s constitution: “Every member shall be privileged to
submit topics for discussion to the convention. These topics
shall be sent to the president of the synod, who shall publish
them at least six weeks prior to the convention.” July 1st
is the time limit for me to receive such.

All reports from the institutions, activities, missions and
committees to come before the convention will be published
early in June and distributed by the pastors and presidents
of the congregations.

May God in His goodness and mercy prepare our hearts and
minds. so that He will be able to accomplish His good will and
purpose with and through our Church’s convention this sum-
mer. May He give us the devotion and faithfulness to serve
Him and His kingdom in all things. .

Alfred Jensen.
Des Moines, Iowa.
May 12, 1951.

Danebod Lutheran Church, Tyler, Minnesota, hereby ex-
tends a hearty welcome to all convention guests. Please send
all registrations to the chairman of the registration and housing
committee, Mr. Harald A. Petersen, Tyler, Minn., Pastors and
delegates should register prior to July 20. We will appreciate
if other guests will register by August 1 so that we can accom-
modate all guests. Please let us know how and when you plan
to arrive. More information as to train and bus connections

will be published soon.
Carl G. Christiansen, President
Enok Mortensen, Pastor.

Affiliation With U. L. C. A.

The recent distribution of the question and answer
booklet on affiliation with U..L. C. A. has answered
many questions on this problem and provoked some
others. ‘

After careful consideration of the matter the Perth

Amboy Congregation feels that the mission of the
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church is the perpetu-
ation of our Danish cultural and spiritual heritage.
We realize that as a national church for Danish speak-
ing people our days are numbered, but since language
is not the important contribution of our church to the
melting pot of America we believe that our church
can still make an impression on the American way
of life, and that this can best be accomplished by re-
maining as a vigorous and independent synod.

In our church, communion is open to all who want
to participate and who feel called upon to communi-
cate with God in this way. Will this not come into
conflict with an organization which stipulates the
number of times one must go to communion in order
to retain voting status in the congregation, and insists
that communicants request permission, in advance,
to attend the Lord’s Supper? Recording communi-
cants, stipulating the number of times one must at-
tend, and advance permission seem to us to come
under the heading of coercian, and we in Perth Am-
boy feel that communion attendance should come
from the inner hearts of man, not from outside com-
pulsion.

Affiliation with U. L. C. A. will also preclude any
extensive expansion on the part of our church. As
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a linguistic church we have completed 80 to 80% of
our life, and if we are to be kept within our present
boundaries until we can no longer maintain our
church, there is no future. Our young people want
a church for their parents, but they also want a church
for themselves and their children. The congregation
in Perth Amboy has been giving some thought to
expansion of their work to a nearby suburb. This
would be impossible as linguistic member of U. L. C. A,
if the policy of absorption is carried out. This leaves
no future for our church, but a bleak future of a
steadily declining congregation until it is no longer
capable of sustaining itself. i

This is not meant to be an exhaustive study of this
problem, but merely a statement of the position taken
by our congregation in relationship to the problem.
St. Stephen’s of Perth Amboy does not wish to affili-
ate with U. L. C. A.

Harry Lund

Vice President
St. Stephen’s Church
Perth Amboy, N. J.

Name Again

After reading Ellen Nielsen’s article in Lutheran
Tidings about S. D. Rodholm, the possible change of
our church’s name to something else, came back to
me with a new emphasis, and again I suggest, with
a slight change: “THE LUTHERAN EVANGELICAL
COMMUNION”—the implication of a Christ centered
message as well as “Samfund” will thus be retained
and re-emphasized.

L. C. Bundgaard.

New Ministers

Since many denominations are short of pastors,
there are many guesses as to what is keeping young
men out of the ministry.

Some say it is because of low salaries.
a retarding factor in only one case out of 25.

Others blame the girl-friends. But the facts show
that more boys were encouraged by the girls than were
discouraged. v

A study of 1978 ministerial students made by the
Rural Church Department at Drew Seminary, Madison,
New Jersey shows that the main retarding factors are
none of these things. The reason young men do not
enter the ministry is because no one has shown them
why or how. No one has counselled with them or
guided them.

The above report is entitled NEW MINISTERS. It
covered 48 states and 20 major denominations. The
report covers 30 pages and is being distributed at cost
(15 cents). This report shows that 83.5 per cent of the
factors that keep men out of the ministry are simply
because no person, no organization, no pastor or no
parent is seeking to enlist them.

One student gave a representative statement, “My
decision to enter the ministry would never have been
made had not the pastor suggested it to me. He planted
the idea. I think that most men must have it suggested
to them, especially young men.”

But this is
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Timidity In Theological Thinking. “Let the springs
of life flow and so let attempts to stop them.” I have
been greatly cheered and stimulated by reading Berg-
endoff’s book “Christ’s Authority” and Kantonens
“Resurgence of the Gospel,” but I have noted from
“The Lutheran Outlook” that some are afraid that the
“living word” will surpass the written record of the
word, which they may call what they will as far as
I am concerned. Perhaps it would be well to reniem-
ber that “Bible” also means “book of authority” but
not the kind of authority that Christ was. The word
became alive in man and not first on the paper. Yes,
God’s word may be recorded, but it is dead until it
bears upon the conscience of man so convincingly that
man’s voice cannot be silent about it.

God’s law can be written upon stone but the gospel
cannot be life exeept in a human brain and heart. The
gospel came to men in their daily tasks and will have
to be expressed by men while they are facing the issues
of life.

A Man Who/Made His Daily Routine To Restaurants
where intoxicating liquors were served had one day
taken his young son along; as the waiter came to
take the order for a glass of liquor from his well known
customer he turned for fun to the little fellow and
said: “And what will it be for you my little friend?”
The boy felt the adult age of his father and said, “I
guess I'll take the same as father.” But the father said
hurriedly, “Thanks, we will take two glasses of pop.”

The same father never did go to the restaurants
where liquor was sold after that. If many parents
could hear the words from their children, “I think I
will do like father” they might reconsider some of
their actions.

Press. Sometime ago The Christian Century car-
ried an article about the possibility of the publication
of at least one Christian daily in our nation. The
nearest we now come to it is “The Christian Science
Monitor” one of our reliable and truly great news-
papers of unbiased journalism, but Protestantism be-
ing what it is could not get itself to support a great
newspaper sponsored by the big business of Christian
science in Boston.

The churches are the greatest publishers in U. S. A.
but we do not yet have newspapers, and some of our
periodicals still lack the teeth that can bite into the
subversive influences that are given a big play in our
Associated Press papers, which of course are often in
the hands of the secret empire of big business.

President Hutchins of the University of Chicago
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made an unpalatable statement once that “the press
could stand constant criticism.” The New York Daily
News has attacked such a suggestion, but this same
newspaper might look back in its old files and find
that its editor made one of his fictitious characters
say “My whole life is a horrible lie, a poisonous
blunder, a soul destroyer. Sometimes I catch a vision
of the truth, but always I turn away from it quickly,
or I couldn’t keep on.” (p. 264 “A Postscript to Yester-
day” by Lloyd Morris.)

New York News was the~beginning of the so
called “Tabloid News” with sensational pictures, sex
crime, long comic strips, contests of various kinds, and
general stuff that would appeal to the minds of four-
teen year olds. “He took his creed from the prevail-
ing winds of doctrine.” Sure, our newspapers have
an editorial page, but in it they are playing a good
game of dodging, seldom do we see them attack the
groups which are responsible for the conditions that
sometimes border on an underground movement.

At Random: The old battle about the inspira-
tion of the Bible comes up again in some of our Ameri-
can Lutheran' publications. In Scandinavia they don’t
seem to be so anxious about a theory—they are more
concerned about getting inspiration from the depth
of its words. That is more divine than a man’s theory.
—Why not build an old people’s home for our retired
pastors on the outskirts of one of our smaller cities
where we have a congregation. It should be a place
where there is ground enough for some hobby gar-
dening for the more able-bodied ones and also plenty
of space for an indoor hobby room. . . . Strange how
little we can predict about the future. Four years
ago we spoke much about “One World” and now
we speak about “two worlds” but even that looks
wobbly. . . . Is the sweep of Russian Communism
going to give us a new mould in which Christianity
may find a new expression? . . .. A Christian writes
from China that the people are happy to be liberated
from feudalistic rule. It is beginning to look again
as if Chiang Kai Chek has been one of the greatest
disappointments in history and at the same time a
man that had more realistic foresight than his age
could see. . . . It may be useless to mention it here,
as it was to write abo